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tensive convent of St. Ambrogio, consists of
two quadrangles, inclosing courts. The
wards are small, containing from four to six
beds ; the cells of the former occupants
having been employed without any enlarge-
ment. In one ward, in bed, were six cases
of scorbutus ; true sea scurvy is not un.
common among the Austrian troops stationed
in Lombardy, particularly those who are in
fortresses surrounded by marshy land, as at
Mantua. It is treated with the dilute mi-
neral acids, and lotions of cold water to the
part, with a full diet ; the best effects have
been found to follow the use of cherries, in
the quantity of half a pound daily. Pel-
lagra is not seen among the troops, although
very common among the peasants in the
country around Milan. Two rooms are
appropriated for the reception. of sick
officers.
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To the Editor qf THE LANCET.
SIR:&mdash;I think you will agree with me
that neither French nor English authors and
practitioners have paid sufficient attention
to the great liability which the mucous
membranes of the intestinal canal have to
become deranged, when the vital powers are
in a weak or depressed state. We are con-
stantly reading of, and observing these
affections succeeding causes depressing the
powers of mind or body-occurring in the
later stages of many chronic diseases, and
so much so. in the earlv staae of others, that
on this fact Broussais has founded his’cele-
brated theory that fevers take their origin
from gastro-enteric inflammation ; mistak-
ing, as I believe, the effect for the cause.
Because causes greatly depressing the
vital powers almost always produce these
affections; witness the innumerable cases of
dyspepsia in the sedentary and nervously-
irritable patients. Amongst those badly
fed, clothed, &c., as, for instance, in the
Millbank Penitentiary some years ago, and
in all diseases whose long continuance has
produced this depression, phthisis, typhus,
diseases of’joints, &c.
.Their violence varies with the violence or
continuance of the depressing cause. In a
case of sympathetic fever there is merely
functional disorder; mere excitability is not
sufficient to produce much effect, but when
a fever, either by long continuance, or aris-
ing from any narcotic or sedative agent,
greatly depresses and weakens the vital
powers, then these membranes have a great
tendency to become disordered and dis-
eased.
When the vital power is decreased in any
other part of the body, that part is more
iable to disintegration. Sir J. Earle has
narrated some interesting case. showing
how liable any part is to assume that state
termed inflammation, from slight exciting
causes, when the vital power has been di.
minished from the nervous communication
being cut off.
The structure of the mucous membranes,
c&oelig;teris paribus, predisposes them to become
affected from this cause before other parts
of the body. They are soft and moist, highly
organised, and become decomposed in the
dead body sooner than other structures. We
look upon the vital principle as a power in,
continual conflict with the physical laws by
which our frames are governed, and surely
those structures which would become soon-
est decomposed when vitality is destroyed,
will have a great tendency to disintegration,
when this principle is depressed. ’
In early life, when these membranes are
in a soft and delicate state, they are pecu-
liarly liable to become disordered; but as
we advance in age they undergo an altera-
tion which readers them less susceptible of
of disease.-,’ Dans la-viellesse, les mem-
branes miiqueuses deviennent plus denses
et perdent leur veloute."&mdash;(Bayle and Hol-
lard, " Anatomie Generale," pp. 253.)
I think, Sir, this view of the causes of a
t very numerous and important class of dis-
eases worthy the attention of your readers.
It appears to me to be one of the general
principles which, if established, must be of
great practical utility in preventing injuri-
ous and improper treatment; I therefore
request insertion for it in your valuable
Journal. I am, Sir, your much obliged and
constant reader,
H.
Barnsley, Dec, 30, 183T,
HYDRO-SULPHURETTED BATHS.&mdash;The bene-
ficial effects of sulphur, in diseases of the
skin, are well known to all practitioners.
It has also been established, that, when
administered in baths, sulphur acts more
powerfully than when given under any other
form. M. Montain, professor at the School
of Medicine, of Lyons, has lately composed
a substance which is well calculated for the
preparation of these baths. The following
is the formula which he employs.
Powdered sulphiti-et of calcium, 8 parts;
, 
Hydrochlorate of soda, 2 parts ; Mix
’ with one part of any cheap vegetable
extract ;
Isinglass, 1 part. Make up the whole into
balls containing about an ounce and a
half.
This preparation possesses the advan-
tages of being very cheap, of not emitting
any disagreeable odour, or acting on the
vessel which may contain the water.
